
During last year’s lockdown, I made two great discoveries. The first 
was my balcony (read this fictionalised account here). The second 
was a YouTube channel called Media Death Cult, an admittedly 
strange name for a book review channel. I was enticed into this 
“cult” by a series of ‘Top 10 Sci-fi books’ videos, and my newly-
cleaned balcony soon became my science fiction reading nest.
A little background story is perhaps in order here. Ever since my 
older sisters let me read their copy of Stephen Donaldson’s trilogy 
‘The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant’, I’ve been an avid reader of 
books that really allow your imagination to fly. I initially read 
fantasy (The Lord of The Rings etc), but soon switched to sci-fi, and 
everyone has been calling me a geek ever since.
It is my strongly-held conviction that I’ve read some of the greatest 
works of 20th-century literature and that everyone else is missing 
out on these gems. If you’ve never read ‘The Sparrow’ by Mary 
Doria Russell, you should. It’s one of the most beautiful and moving 
studies of the human condition ever written. The fact that it’s a first 
contact story that takes place in space is irrelevant. But as soon as I 
try to engage someone in a conversation about the “genre you are 
missing out on”, their eyes glaze over and I have to give up.
This annoys me because I often have long and absorbing 
conversations about science fiction films and TV series. The 
Handmaid’s Tale, E.T., Black Mirror, Back to the Future, Lost, Rick and Morty, the Marvel films, Inception, Men in Black, 
to name just a few. Star Wars for goodness sake! But for decades the honourable genre of science fiction has been sidelined 
as trashy, childish and, above all, it’s dismissed as not being serious literature. It seems that as soon as you mention space, 
aliens or time travel, you have voluntarily removed yourself from ‘proper’ writing and entered exile in a parallel universe 
reserved for failed writers. So why should anyone take science-fiction novels seriously?
Firstly, sci-fi writers tackle serious issues that affect our daily lives. Gender inequality, racism, religion, war, relationships and 
the climate are just a few examples that benefit from the detached view of a writer who is not constrained by the ‘real’ world. 
Science (and its corresponding technological developments) drives change in society. This special genre explores those 
potential changes while considering the perennial questions that touch our hearts and minds on a daily basis. Authors can 
examine controversial topics more freely, and perhaps more deeply, without fear of retributions from interest groups.

Useful vocabulary 

genre: a category of art or literature 
to entice: to attract or tempt 
geek: someone obsessed with a subject, 
especially technology and computers 
(Originally: a socially inept person) 
to miss out on: to not be able to 
experience something 
first contact: the first meeting of two 
previously unknown cultures 
to glaze over: to lose brightness, to 
lose interest in something 
to sideline: to place in a less 
influential position 
to tackle: to initiate a discussion 
about a serious or sensitive topic 
whodunnit: a story about a murder 
to take the plunge: to commit yourself 
to a course of action you’re unsure of
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Don’t Like Science Fiction? This Will Change Your Mind!

Let’s chat about that! 

1. Do you read science fiction 
books? Why? Why not? 

2. What sci-fi films or TV series 
have you seen? Describe a 
couple of them. 

3. Do you think ‘beautiful and 
moving’ stories can happen 
in space or with aliens? 

4. What 3 reasons does Rob 
give for taking the genre of 
science fiction seriously? 

5. Apart from science, what 
other factors ‘drive change in 
society’? 

6. What books do you enjoy 
reading? Recommend some!
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ECP coach Rob is fed up of not being able to 
talk about science fiction with his colleagues 
and students. In this article he will show why 
it’s the best genre of all!

  these 5 books could turn you into a fan!  
  If you’ve never read science fiction,  

https://englishcoachingprojects.net/26-03-20-ecps-flash-fiction-competition/
https://youtu.be/aD32erMwMGE
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Secondly, preferring to write in a non-
standard genre doesn’t make you a worse 
writer. The prose in books by authors such 
as David Mitchell, Audrey Niffenegger, 
Iain M. Banks and Octavia E. Butler can be 
breath-taking and extraordinarily moving. 
It stays with you long after you reluctantly 
turn the last page.
Thirdly, good science fiction extrapolates 
ideas and concepts from real science and 
puts them at the service of a good story. 
‘Blade Runner’, for example - based on 
Philip K. Dick’s short story ‘Do Androids 
Dream of Electric Sheep?’ - is an intriguing 
detective story at heart, that, while solving 
the classic whodunnit, discusses the 
implications of creating artificial 
intelligence and how that will intersect with 
our very human instincts of possession and 
love. In the end, it’s a captivating love story.
So, why not take the plunge? There’s a 
whole world universe out there waiting for 
you and your beautiful mind. Go explore!
Written by ECP coach Rob Hextall
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LIVE!English Events  Come and socialise in English!

Remaining dates: 
(Not in April) 

8th May 
5th Jun

Use this Zoom 
link to join  

Coffee Saturdays 
https://zoom.us/j/

97583959914 The first Saturday of every month: 11:00

Remaining dates: 
30th April 
28th May 
25th Jun

The last Friday of every month: 18:15

WhatsApp John 
to attend 

Cinema Nights 
657731354

Follow us on Instagram Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter for regular 

updates and practice!

5 amazing sci-fi books 
you won’t regret reading 
The Sparrow  
Mary Doria Russell 
The Martian 
Andy Weir 
Beggars in Spain 
Nancy Kress 
Intrusion 
Ken MacLeod 
The Time Traveler’s Wife 
Audrey Niffenegger

5 fantastic TV shows that 
you’ll love watching 
Years and Years Follow a family 
over the next 15 years as society 
dramatically changes 
West World Robots in a theme 
park rebel against their makers 
Snowpiercer The Earth is frozen 
and the last humans live on a train 
that circles the globe 
The Expanse Humanity expands 
into the solar system 
Rick and Morty The adventures of 
a mad scientist and his grandson

10 great ways to 
describe books 

absorbing
thought-provoking

compelling
moving

heart-warming
gripping

page-turning
light-hearted
spellbinding

unforgettable 
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