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If you visit Dublin, 
Ireland, you might 
receive a guided tour 
from someone who 
used to be homeless 
Homelessness is a big 
problem worldwide, and an 
iconic city like Dublin is no 
stranger to this issue. There 
are more than 10,000 
homeless people in Ireland 
and around 240% more 
homeless families since 2015. 
There were 128 people found 
sleeping on Dublin’s streets in 
spring 2019. These statistics 
come from Focus Ireland's 
2019 annual report. 
Naturally, those experiencing homelessness face 
great difficulty trying to reintegrate into society and 
make a living. In an admirable effort to aid this 
process, Dublin is hiring former homeless people to 
work as tour guides. 

Secret Street Tours is a non-profit organisation 
offering a new way to discover the streets of Dublin 
through the eyes of someone who has been affected 
by homelessness. Their website describes the tours 
as “unique, friendly and powerful”, and the guides 
share their story with tourists as they explore the 
cultural and historic landmarks of the local area. 
Their goal is to empower these guides with the skills 
and confidence they need for independent living 
whilst allowing their customers to engage with one 
of Dublin’s biggest social challenges. 

“Homelessness could become socially acceptable,” 
says tour guide Derek McGuire. Having slept on the 
streets for two years, he now shows groups of 
tourists around these streets and tells them about his 
experiences and the difficulties he’s faced. He also 

takes them past five homeless 
hostels on the way, and 
describes the little-known 
dangers of some of these 
places too. The tour is 90 
minutes long and costs €10. It 
is designed primarily to bring 
awareness to the nation's 
housing crisis caused by 
inflated rent and 
gentrification. Thousands have 
marched in protest to demand 
lower rent and more affordable 
living. 
As for McGuire, he had worked 
for 25 years in the voluntary 
sector. However, a failed 
relationship and trouble paying 
his mortgage left him sleeping 

in the streets. “My spirit was broken,” he said. 
“Sleeping out in the city centre, that was my worst 
nightmare. I had to put on my Bear Grylls head. It 
was going to be about survival.” 

McGuire would seek refuge in airports, pretending to 
be a traveller. “I had far too much pride. I’d sooner 
starve than ask people for money,” he stated. 
Eventually, he was able to take hospice at Merchants 
Quay Ireland, a local charity which he now calls 
home. 

“I see this as an opportunity to tell my story,” 
McGuire states about leading these guided tours. 
Not only do they build confidence and dignity for 
the tour guides, but they also let observers hear a 
first-hand account of the social challenges the city is 
facing. Too few new homes are being built across 
Ireland, and McGuire thinks homelessness will 
continue to rise. 
Learn more about the tours here. 
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Before you read the article, 
find this vocabulary in the text: 

to make a living: to earn money 
to aid sth: to help or facilitate sth 
former: who was previously 
to empower: to make someone stronger 
to engage: to interact, to connect 
little-known: known by few people 
inflated: too high 
gentrification: when prices rise in an area 
because rich people can pay them 
Bear Grylls: a celebrity who has a TV show 
about surviving (staying alive) in the wild 
I’d sooner starve: I’d prefer to die from 
hunger Let’s chat 

about that! 
Write your opinions in an email 

and send them to your ECP coach!

Is homelessness a problem in 
your area/country?

What circumstances lead to 
homelessness?

How can Secret Street Tours 
guides make a difference?

www.englishcoachingprojects.net 
info@englishcoachingprojects.net

Would you like to go on one 
of these tours?

What else can we do to help 
the homeless problem?

http://www.englishcoachingprojects.net
mailto:info@englishcoachingprojects.net?subject=
https://www.focusireland.ie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvHTEh9JAZY&feature=emb_logo.
https://www.focusireland.ie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvHTEh9JAZY&feature=emb_logo.
http://www.englishcoachingprojects.net
mailto:info@englishcoachingprojects.net?subject=


Practical English Stuff
Real Language to Express Yourself Better

Social Events In English
Real-Life English in Vitoria-Gasteiz

Dates for your diary! Look at the picture and talk about the 
questions for a few minutes. 
🎙 Record your voice. (You can write your answers first, 
practise a couple of times and then record your voice) 
• What is happening in the photo?  
Tip: use the present continuous! 
She is sitting… 

• How do you think she is feeling? 
Tip: use language for speculation! 
She might be… She looks… 
• Why do you think this woman lives in the street? 
Tip: use language for speculation! 
I suspect that… She might have…  

• Should we give money to homeless people? Why (not)? 
Tip: introduce our opinion! 
In my opinion… The way I see it... 
As far as I'm concerned… If you ask me… 

Then write an email to your coach discussing the same 
questions.

COVID-19 cannot stop 
ECP’s legendary 

 COFFEE SATURDAYS!   
Join us on  Saturday 4th April  

for a coffee and a chat from 
 11.00 to 12.30  
Click on this link:  

https://hangouts.google.com/hangouts/_/calendar/
YWtzbmFpbHNAZ21haWwuY29t.cdij4o9p70rm6b9nc8q32b9kcdi3cbb271gj0bb3c4q30p

hl60pmce3674 

Or ask Ali for an invitation via email: 
aksnails@gmail.com

Via HANGOUTS 😀
Don’t forget to enter 
ECP’s Flash Fiction 

competition!
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