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Spain demand rematch* in 
Rugby World Cup qualifying 
controversy   
The Spanish Rugby team have been left incensed by 19 
“wrong” decisions made by the Romanian referee 

 Before you read the complete article, look at 
this vocabulary and find it in the text: 

rematch: a second match played between sports teams or players 
incensed: very angry; enraged; furious 
fight it out: to compete 
spot: (context) - a place or position 
highlight: to draw special attention to s.t. 
harm: (context) - to have an adverse effect on s.o. 
escort: to accompany someone in order to protect them 
remonstrations: forceful protests 
play-off: an additional match to decide the outcome of a 
competition 
pool-phase match: a league match within a tournament 
hosts: a person, place or organisation that holds an event to which others are invited 

In March, the Spanish Rugby Federation (FER) officially asked to replay their 
controversial World Cup qualification game against Belgium. Spain’s loss to Belgium 
saw Romania book a place at the 2019 World Cup at the cost of Los Leones. Spain were 
left incensed by several refereeing calls made by Romanian official Vlad Iordachescu 
during their 18-10 defeat in Brussels.    
"The FER hopes that World Rugby will allow the game to be replayed, as the image of 
rugby has been damaged by this game," the FER said in a statement.     
The FER added that they had asked last month for the three Romanian officials in charge 
to be replaced, since the two countries were fighting it out for only one automatic 
spot at the World Cup in Japan. 

"The fact that the referee is Romanian and that the same Romanian 
federation has interests in the result of this match breaks the required 
impartiality," the FER said, highlighting the "conflict of interest". 
The Spanish governing body added that after reviewing the game it 
considered "19 decisions by the referee" to have harmed their team.     
Referee Ioardachescu had to be escorted back to his dressing room 
after the game because of angry remonstrations from Spanish 
players.  
The referee selection committee of Rugby Europe, which runs the 
European competition, is scheduled to meet in Poznan on Friday during 
the Under-18 European Championship to review the match. 
The sport's global governing body World Rugby has asked Rugby 
Europe, whose president Octavian Morariu is Romanian, for an 
explanation over the matter.     

If their defeat to Belgium is confirmed, Spain could still qualify for 
the World Cup if they win play-off games against Portugal and 

Samoa.     
Romania are set to maintain their record of having played in 
every World Cup, with their first pool-phase match against 
hosts Japan in September 2019. 

Adapted from: www.thelocal.es 

“Let’s chat about that!” 
Write your answers in an email 

and send them to your ECP coach! 

• Have you ever played rugby? Do you ever watch it? 
• Do you get upset (be unhappy or disappointed) by 
refereeing decisions when you watch sport? 

• Do you shout and swear (use offensive language) at the TV 
when watching sport? If so, at the referee or the players? 

• Describe examples of cheating in sport. 
• Would you compare cheating at sport with other aspects 
of life such as tax evasion?

Gaztedi (red & black) playing in Vitoria
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“iLook, iThink, iSpeak”

Coffee 

Saturdays! 
Come and socialise in English!

Where?  
Panadería Bertiz 

C/ Francia 23

When? 
The first available Saturday 

of every month 
from 11:00 to 12:30

Next meeting 
7th April

For more info, send a WhatsApp to: 
Ali: 608 426 492 

John (Cine) 657 731354

Take advantage 
of ECP’s 

LIVE!English 

events 
Come and socialise in English!

When? 
The last Friday of every month  

19:30 to 21:30 - It’s FREE! 
Next film: 27th April 
Where? The ECP Hub 

C/ San Ignacio de Loyola, 15

 CINEMA  
NIGHTS! 
Come and socialise in English!

Express Yourself Better

Bring a friend! 
(and enough to pay for a 

coffee or two 😀 )

Front runner 
The front runner is the athlete who is in the lead during a race. This person is in front, but 
hasn’t won yet. A front runner means the person who is considered most likely to get or 
win something. 
“Julie is the front runner for the new management position. Tim applied, too, but he 
doesn’t have a chance.” 
To be out of someone’s league  
Teams that perform better are in a different league than those who perform poorly. When 
we talk about a person being out of someone’s league, we mean that the person is too 
good for them. 
“Did you meet Tim’s new boyfriend? He’s so good-looking AND rich. He is way out of 
Tim’s league.” 

The ball is in your court 
In tennis, when the ball is on your side of the court, it is your turn to hit the ball. This is 
used to mean that it is someone’s turn to take action or make the next move. 
“Do you think that potential client will accept our offer or not?” “I don’t know, the ball is in 
their court.” 

To be par for the course 
On a golf course, each hole has a par. This is the number of strokes that a player should 
need to finish a hole. This phrase means something that is normal or to be expected. 
“Pat arrived at the office 20 minutes late today.” “What do you expect? That’s par for the 
course with Pat.” 

Three strikes and you’re out  
When a player is batting in a baseball game and they get three strikes (fail to hit the ball), 
they are out of the game. If a person has made two mistakes, that is two strikes. If they 
make another mistake, then you won’t give them any more chances. 
“Fiona missed the deadline again. That’s two strikes now. Three strikes and she’s out.” 

Adapted from: https://www.fluentu.com/blog/english/english-sports-idioms/

5 SPORTS IDIOMS 
Look at these idioms. They use 

expressions from different sports to 
speak about everyday things
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