
Joe Hart - Shooting 
Hoops In Spain 
English international Joe Hart has spent the last three 
seasons playing professional basketball in Spain. This year 
he’s playing for Sáenz Horeca Araberri  and ECP coach Rob 
took the opportunity to interview him 

P.E. teacher: a Physical Education instructor in schools 
college: the name for university in the United States 
tough: difficult, hard, unpleasant 
your bearings: your position relative other places 
to moan: to make a trivial complaint 
to get by: to speak a language OK but with some difficulty 

Rob: Tell us about your family Joe. 
Joe: My father is a P.E. teacher and was in the Great 
Britain bobsleigh team, and my older sister plays 
basketball too. As a kid I remember playing with my 
family, throwing balls around all the time. Apart from 
basketball I enjoyed playing rugby and especially cricket. 
R: What’s the basketball scene like in the UK? 
J: Although the basketball scene in Britain is improving, it 
can only take you so far. If you are British and want to 
make it as a basketball player, you have to move to the 
States and go to high school and college. Sport is such a 
big business there that if you're good, you can get a sports 
scholarship and study for free. I was captain of the England 
U16 team and got the chance to move there when I was 
16. My sister was already out there.  
R: What’s it like changing team and city every year? 
J: My first year in Spain - in Benidorm - was tough to 
begin with. I had been studying in Canada the year 
before and it was a big change. I was only 19 when I 
arrived, I didn't have a phone, I didn't speak the 
language, I had no internet or even a TV set. But when I 
started training I met people, began learning things and 
life gradually got more comfortable. I make a point of 
walking around my new home in the first few days I'm 
there to get my bearings and settle in quicker. 
R: Araberri had a bad season last year. Why do you 
think the team is doing so well this season? 
J: Araberri is a very different team this year. Only the 
captain, Martín Buesa, has carried on from last season. 

All the new players are really competitive and we train 
really hard. In LEB Plata, teams normally have 5 or 6 
strong players but the quality drops with the rotations. 
We have 8-9 strong players that the coach can rotate and 
that makes us much more like a LEB Oro team. 
R: What’s it like being a professional player? 
While some of the other guys might moan about having 
to train so much, I just love it and really look forward to it. 
I hate off days. I can't wait for the weekend to come 
round so I can get on to the court to compete and I'm 
always eager to get back training the day after. However, 
it’s in the summer when you can really improve on your 
basketball. During the season you are too busy training 
as a team. Once the season is over, you can really get to 
work on your individual skills, strength and speed. 
R: How do you describe Vitoria to your British friends? 
I tell them that the weather in Gasteiz is similar to 
England, unlike Benidorm. There, I went from freezing 
my beard in sub-zero Canadian winters to walking 
around in shorts and a t-shirt. And I love the lack of traffic 
here, the roads seem so empty. When we travel around 
Spain for games I never see the amount of traffic that 
you get everywhere in England. In terms of where you 
live, here it's all hi-rise apartment blocks. Not many 
people live in houses. As a Briton I like living in a house 
with a garden. 
R: How do you see your career developing? 
J: Making my debut with the Great Britain team last 
summer  was a dream come true and it would be great to 
play in the Olympics with Team GB. At club level, to play 
in the NBA would be amazing, but being realistic my 
more immediate goals are the Eurocup and hopefully 
the Euroleague. I'm still young so anything is possible. 
R: Have you learnt any Spanish in your time here? 
J: Surprisingly, considering how many British ex-pats live 
there, Benidorm was a great place to learn Spanish. The 
coach and players were all local, so all the training and 
social life was in Spanish. It was a great immersion 
course. Huesca was similar, but this year, with Araberri, 
the team is more international so we speak more 
English.  I get by fine in Spanish but sometimes I feel 
I'm speaking with English structures and using Spanish 
words. I've never had proper lessons but I would like to 
start taking it more seriously.    (Read the full interview here) 
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Joe Thomas Hart 
Place and date of birth:  

Southend-on-Sea, 
England, 1993 

Height & Weight:  
6 feet 4 inches - 1.96m 

200 pounds - 90kg 
Position: Shooting 

Guard / Short Forward  
Teams in Spain: 

Benidorm, Huesca, 
Araberri (Vitoria-Gasteiz)
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“iLook, iThink, iSpeak”    Express yourself  better!
“Let’s chat about that! 

(read the article on page 1) 

• Do you know anything about Araberri basketball 
club? And Zuzenak wheelchair basketball team or 
Araski women’s basketball club? 

• Do you know anyone who is a professional (or 
semi-professional) athlete? What sport do they 
play? What level do they compete at? 

• Do you think that it’s difficult for sportspeople 
to adapt to new teams and cities? 

• Teams like Araberri, Zuzenak and Araski don’t 
get much media attention in Vitoria. Do you 
think they should get more? Why/Why not? 

• Joe Hart left university to start his professional 
career when he was 19. Would you recommend 
someone you know to stop studying in order to 
play sport full-time? 

• What do professionals normally do when they 
retire from playing? Give examples if you can.

Join the Facebook group and start socialising in 
your favourite second language!A big, busy city

A small market town

A quiet town on the coast

- Look at these three photographs. You have 
to talk about them on your own for about a 
minute. They show different places to live 
and work. 
- (1 minute) Choose two of the photos, 
compare the settings and say how life 
would be different in each place. 
- (20 seconds) Would it be difficult to move 
from one place to another if you had to 
change job and move house?

This is some practice with part two of the speaking exam in 
Cambridge exams - this is specifically for CAE but FCE is similar.
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